
 

 

 

 
 
Speaker Bios 
 
Greg Barniskis is the Computer Systems Integrator for the South Central Library System. At SCLS he has worked with a large variety 
of public library computer systems, networks and Internet services for 25 years. He has represented public library networking 
interests on the state's Badgernet Advisory Council since its inception, and has recently been involved in alternative library 
broadband provisioning efforts including fiber optic Community Area Networks and VPN connections. 
 
Bob Bocher (mostly) retired in 2012 as the Technology Consultant with the Library Division in the state Department of Public 
Instruction.  But he is still working part-time for the department as the state's E-rate support manager, a responsibility he has had 
since the program’s inception in 1997.  Also this year Bob is helping manage a major project to get fiber to 360 public libraries in 
Wisconsin that are on the state's BadgerNet network. (By this November 90% of the state’s public libraries will have fiber.)  From a 
national perspective Bob is a Fellow of the American Library Association’s Office for Information Technology Policy where he 
provides consultation on the E-rate, broadband, Net Neutrality and other networking issues.  
 
Leo Carlson is the Business and Technology Manager at Norvado in Cable, WI. He works extensively with his team to develop and 
grow the fiber network throughout all of Northwest Wisconsin. He holds a Masters of Science in Information Security, and is in the 
final stages of completing his DBA in Business. 
 
Donald Childs is in his 51st year in public education. Donald has been a Wisconsin superintendent for 20 years.  Prior to that, he 
served in the Chicago suburbs for 31 years where he was a high school teacher and coach, dean of students, assistant principal and 
principal.  He holds a Ph.D. in public policy and educational administration from the University of Illinois-Chicago. 
In 1983, he was assigned the responsibility of managing instructional technology in his early-adopter suburban high school district.  
After coming to Wisconsin, he worked with the local cable provider to design and implement his district’s first fiber-optic-based 
WAN/LAN in 1996.  He worked with fellow superintendents and CESA 2 to implement the Jefferson-East Dane Interactive distance 
learning network which has since become a virtual network.  He served on a state committee to identify and establish standards and 
criteria for virtual courses and has expanded network capacity and use in every district in which he has served, most recently 
upgrading the bandwidth in the Clinton Community School District to 200 MBs.  He has been a reader/evaluator of TEACH 
technology grant proposals, and he has first-hand knowledge of the digital divide that is widening between rural and non-rural 
school districts.  Presently, he is the interim district administrator in the Unified School District of Antigo. 
   
Raymond W. (Ray) Cross, Ph.D., began his appointment as the seventh president of the University of Wisconsin System on 
February 15, 2014.  
The UW System’s two doctoral universities, 11 comprehensive universities, 13 freshman-sophomore UW Colleges, and statewide 
UW-Extension annually serve more than 181,000 students, and reach more than one million Wisconsin citizens through outreach, 
public broadcasting, and continuing education programs. Cross leads a UW System workforce of some 40,000 faculty, academic and 
classified staff, and graduate assistants. He is also responsible for the UW System’s $5.9 billion annual budget, made up of state 
support, federal funding, tuition and fees, and private gifts. He reports to the UW System Board of Regents. 
Previously, Cross served as chancellor of the University of Wisconsin Colleges and University of Wisconsin-Extension from February 
2011 through February 2014. 
From 1998 until coming to Wisconsin in 2011, Cross was president of Morrisville State College, a residential agriculture and 
technology college of the State University of New York (SUNY). He led that school in developing and implementing a new college 
vision and strategic plan, which strengthened the institution’s academic quality, promoted the development of several new 
academic programs, integrated technology into all programs, encouraged entrepreneurialism and innovation, and established 
applied business centers throughout the college. Cross also spearheaded several agriculture, energy and technology initiatives, 
including the ThinkPad University partnership with IBM and a biodiesel co-generation project, and made rural entrepreneurship a 
priority. 
Cross served as president of Northwest Technical College in Bemidji, Minn., from 1992-98. Previous to that he was a department 
head and a professor (1977-92) at Ferris State University in Big Rapids, Mich.  



Cross received his doctorate in college and university administration from Michigan State University. He earned a master's degree in 
industrial education at Central Michigan University and a bachelor's degree in technical education from Ferris State University. In 
2007, Colgate University awarded Cross an honorary doctorate of science. 
In addition to his career in academia, Cross has experience in the private sector as a design engineer, small-business owner and 
consultant to business, industry and government. From 1967-70, Cross served with the U.S. Army in Vietnam and was awarded four 
medals for his service. 
 
Diane W. Doersch is Chief Technology and Information Officer of Green Bay Area Public Schools. She has taught in the classroom 
for 21 years and is in her 6th year as a leader of technology. She is a proponent of building partnerships with entities to benefit 
schools and communities.  
 
Melissa Emler is a PK-12 principal in Shullsburg, Wisconsin. Previously she taught English and Special Education. Melissa's passion is 
to inspire her students and staff to create something they are proud of, and when they do that, they meet her expectations!  In 
regards to technology, Melissa is a fast learner and immediate integrator.  She has presented at the SLATE conference each year 
since it began in 2010 in an effort to share her knowledge and inspire others to maximize the potential of technology in classrooms. 

 
Daniel Guild is the Village Administrator and the Chief Administrative Officer for Weston Wisconsin, which is a community of 15,000 
people in Central Wisconsin’s Marathon County. Guild studied Public Administration and Urban Planning, with an emphasis on 
Economic Development at Michigan State University. A career local government professional, Guild has worked in four Wisconsin 
local government agencies, the last three as Administrator, as well as two local governments in the State of Michigan.  
 
Mark Guttman is an associate of and partner in CostQuest.  He heads up CostQuest’s Geographic Information Systems efforts, 
Quality Assurance, Testing, and Documentation.  He also provides assistance in Customer Support, System Design and Project 
Management.  Mark led the geospatial design of the FCC’s National Broadband Plan model (BAM) and the Connect America Fund 
model for High-Cost Funding (CACM) among many others.  He also leads data development efforts related to broadband mapping in 
several states.  Prior to his work with CostQuest, Mr. Guttman was an Analyst with INDETEC International.  As such, he has worked 
in the telecommunications industry in a variety of roles related to cost modeling.  His efforts have been focused on the development 
or review of a number of domestic and international cost models.  These include the BellSouth Telecommunications loop model 
(BSTLM), GTE's Integrated Cost Model and the Base Cost Proxy Model (BCPM).  He was also involved in the development and 
testing of the Australian National Universal Service Cost Model (NUSC).  In addition to development efforts, Mark also worked on 
the review of the United States Federal Communication Commission's Hybrid Cost Proxy Model.  Mark holds an Undergraduate 
Degree from the University Of Evansville, an M.B.A from the University of Cincinnati and a Masters in Geographic Information 
Systems from Penn State. 
 
Danielle Jones is the sector manager assigned to Telecommunications, Financial Services, Military and Defense Relations, and 
Mining in the Business and Industry Development division at WEDC.  In this capacity she works with industry associations and 
consortia to formulate and implement growth strategies and customized solutions to meet each industry’s unique needs.    
Danielle has worked in the Division of Business Development as a limited term employee with the Department of Commerce since 
2009 and then with the new WEDC since 2011. Prior to working with WEDC Danielle worked in sales and account management in the 
insurance and biotech industries, and served in the Wisconsin Army National Guard. 
 
Kurt Kiefer has served as the Assistant State Superintendent for the Division of Libraries and Technology at the Wisconsin 
Department of Public Instruction since September 2010.  The Division oversees all information technology efforts for DPI, provides 
oversight for instructional technology and library media programs across Wisconsin, and serves as the state library agency.  At DPI, 
Kiefer serves as the Wisconsin state librarian and the DPI's Chief Information Officer.  Prior to joining DPI, Kiefer was employed at 
Madison Metropolitan School District for 16 years where he served as CIO, research and program evaluation coordinator, testing and 
assessment director, registrar, and student information and data warehouse systems manager. Before joining Madison Schools, 
Kiefer served as a program evaluation manager and research analyst at Wisconsin Power & Light Company. 
 
Lieutenant Governor Rebecca Kleefisch, a former small business owner and news reporter, serves as Wisconsin’s 44th Lieutenant 
Governor. She was elected Wisconsin’s Lieutenant Governor on November 2, 2010. 
Widely credited for coining the phrase, “Wisconsin is Open for Business,” from day one Rebecca played a key role in business growth 
and retention for Wisconsin – cold-calling Illinois businesses that, in turn, relocate to Wisconsin, and nimbly responding to businesses 
looking for support. 



Rebecca serves as Wisconsin’s “Jobs Ambassador’ and spearheads the Governor’s Small Business Summits and Tax Reform 
Roundtables. She chaired the Governor’s Sub-Cabinet on Workforce Investment, which developed the “Wisconsin Working” plan to 
connect the unemployed to jobs, encourage the hiring of veterans, and address Wisconsin’s graying manufacturing workforce. 
Rebecca serves as an economic development liaison and advocate for small business owners and chairs the Task Force on Minority 
Unemployment for the Wisconsin Council on Workforce Investment and the Manufacturing Committee for the Aerospace States 
Association. 
The Lieutenant Governor is also known for her work on veterans’ issues. She advocated for the declaration of 2012 as “The Year of 
the Veteran.” The public/private partnership initiative honors, celebrates, and offers opportunities to Wisconsin’s heroes. 
Rebecca’s leadership has been recognized with a “Courage in Leadership Award” by the Faith & Freedom Coalition and a “Woman of 
Exceptional Courage” award from the Clare Booth Luce Policy Institute.  She was named as a champion for lower taxes by the 
National Tax Limitation Committee and The 60 Plus Association.  In May 2014, the Washington Post recognized her as one of 40 
rising stars in politics across the country. 
Rebecca is a colon cancer survivor, a member of the NRA, and graduate of the University of Wisconsin-Madison. She is the mother of 
two daughters, Ella and Violet. She lives in Oconomowoc with her husband, State Representative Joel Kleefisch. 
 
Jamie Lane has been the Embarrass River Valley Instructional Network Group (ERVING) Director for 10 years.  ERVING is 
Wisconsin's first distance learning network to use fiber optic technology for videoconferencing as well as Wisconsin's first high 
definition network.  With a background in media communications and master's degree in organizational leadership Jamie works 
collaboratively with nine rural school districts to advance programming for students using the State of Wisconsin's BadgerNet 
Network.   
 
Tom Moore currently heads Thomas E. Moore Government Affairs, a Madison based lobbying and Government Affairs firm. As part 
of Tom’s business he serves as the Executive Director of the Wisconsin Cable Communications Association (WCCA) – a business 
trade association of cable, broadband and telecommunications providers operating in Wisconsin.  Prior to founding his own firm in 
1998, Tom served as the Director of Regulatory Affairs for the Wisconsin Cable Communication Association and has served as the 
Association’s Executive Director since 2006. 
Before lobbying, Tom worked in the state Legislature in various capacities for elected officials, including legislative and research 
assistants for a state Assembly Representative and a State Senator, as clerk of the Senate Committee on Business and Economic 
Development and as staff to a member of the Joint Committee on Finance. 
Tom earned a BS in Political Science from the University of Wisconsin Oshkosh (1987). 
 
Michele Nickels is the Director of Wisconsin Virtual School (WVS), a state-led supplemental online program for grades 6-12 
operated out of CESA 9. Wisconsin Virtual School is one of the partners, along with the Department of Public Instruction (DPI) and 
Wisconsin eSchool Network (WEN), in the Wisconsin Digital Learning Collaborative (WDLC). Since 2000 WVS has provide online 
courses for over 22,000 students and is currently partnering with 250+ school districts in the state. Michele has been in the education 
field for 17 years, formerly a Distance Learning Network Director and online teacher.    
 
Renee Nolan is an Instructional Technology Coach for the Fond du Lac School District.  Previously, she was a middle school science 
teacher for 20 years in the district.  Renee is always looking for new ways in which students and staff can communicate, create, 
collaborate and think critically using technology. In the fall of 2012 her district rolled out one the largest high school 1 to 1 initiatives 
with 2200 Chromebooks.  Renee embraces 21st century learning and is a life-long learner. She received her Masters Degree in 
Educational Technology and is an adjunct professor for Marian University, a Google Education Trainer, Google Certified Teacher and 
Haiku Learning Certified Trainer.  Renee has presented at ISTE 2013 Google booth, WiscNet 2012, WISN 2013, AppFest 13/14, 
Midwest Google Summit 12/13, Intel/Google Mini-summit UWO 2013, WITI 2013, SLATE 13 and WEMTA 2014.  
Twitter @nolan6166  Google+ ReneeNolan 
 
Kara O’Connor is Government Relations Director for Wisconsin Farmers Union.  In this capacity, Kara advocates for the interests of 
farmers and rural residents on issues such as farmland preservation, conservation, dairy and commodity policy, competition and 
antitrust in agricultural markets, farm-based renewable energy, rural broadband, and access to health care for farm families in 
Wisconsin. 
 
Barry Orton is Professor of Telecommunications and Director of Senior Learning in the Department of Liberal Arts and Applied 
Studies, Division of Continuing Studies, University of Wisconsin—Madison. For over twenty-five years his primary duty at the UW-
Madison has been to assist Wisconsin municipalities with broadband issues. He is a veteran consultant to cable television franchising 
authorities, and was an original founder of Madison's Westside Community Farmers’ Market. 

http://www.google.com/enterprise/apps/education/resources/find-a-trainer.html
https://www.haikulearning.com/
https://www.haikulearning.com/
https://plus.google.com/+ReneeNolan/about?hl=en


 
John Pederson is the Director of Communications with an outfit named WiscNet in Madison, Wisconsin. His personal and 
professional work focuses on organizing community online among folks passionate about learning with emerging technologies. 
Since 1996 he has been immersed in understanding the new shape of knowledge and how we all learn online. John dedicates himself 
to helping teachers use technology to connect ideas and learners in authentic ways to answer questions, share ideas, and develop 
community. 
 
Andrew “Drew” Petersen currently serves as Vice President-External Affairs and Corporate Communications for TDS 
Telecommunications Corp. (TDS), the seventh largest wireline Telecommunications Company in the United States, with 
headquarters in Madison, Wisconsin. 
Drew directs the nationwide corporate communications, legislative, regulatory, public relations and charitable giving operations for 
TDS. Mr. Petersen is responsible for effectively developing, tracking and proactively implementing all federal and state legislative 
policy, regulatory relations, managing the TDS Political Action Committee (PAC) program and assisting in the development and 
organization of TDS’ nationwide legislative positions and strategy. Drew also serves as chief corporate spokesperson for TDS. 
Drew is active in the civic community of Madison and the State of Wisconsin. His wide-ranging professional and community 
leadership currently includes serving as a gubernatorial appointment and President of the Wisconsin Technical College System 
Board of Directors, Regent to the University of Wisconsin System, Trustee for the Big Brothers, Big Sisters Organization of Dane 
County, and President of the Madison Club Board of Directors.  
Drew, his wife Laura Imhoff Petersen, daughter Isabelle, and son Davis live minutes from the state capitol in the Town of Middleton, 
Wisconsin. Drew received his Masters of Business Administration (MBA) from the University of Wisconsin-Madison. He also holds a 
Bachelor of Arts Degree majoring in History and Leadership Studies from Ripon College, Ripon, Wisconsin 
 
Senator Jennifer Shilling is serving her first full term as the State Senator for the 32nd Senate District after being elected in a 2011 
special election. She previously served as the State Representative for the 95th Assembly District and worked as a legislative aide to 
State Representative Mark Meyer and Congressman Ron Kind. She is a proud graduate of UW-La Crosse and a former La Crosse 
County Supervisor. 
Jennifer currently serves as the ranking Democratic member on the Legislature's Joint Committee on Finance which is primarily 
responsible for crafting the state's biennial budget and reviewing state appropriations and revenues. She is also a member of the 
Senate Committee on Government Operations, Public Works, and Telecommunications and the ranking Democratic member of the 
Senate Committee on Universities and Technical Colleges. 
Locally, Jennifer serves as a member of the UW-La Crosse Alumni Association Board of Directors (past President), the UW-La Crosse 
Chancellor’s Community Council, the La Crosse Area Habitat for Humanity Women Build (Honorary Chairwoman), the La Crosse 
Area Chamber of Commerce, the La Crosse County Local Emergency Planning Committee, the La Crosse County League of Women 
Voters, the La Crosse County Democratic Party, the Vernon Women’s Alliance, and the Viroqua Chamber Main Street.  
 
Don Sidlowski is the founder of the Northwoods Broadband and Economic Development Coalition and is also the interim director at 
Grow North Regional Economic Development Corporation. Don was the Town Chairman of the Town of Three Lakes when he began 
working with us as a part of our Region 2 LinkWISCONSIN team and our Steering Committee. Don’s work in the Town of Three 
Lakes gave us the ‘Town of Three Lakes Model’ which is probably our best example of a successful public-private partnership to 
improve broadband access in the state. 
 
Jeff Stauber has served as the Regional Coordinator of the East Central Region SCIP Implementation Council since August 2010 and 
was appointed by the Interoperability Council to serve as chairperson of the Wisconsin Public Safety Wireless Broadband 
Workgroup.  
Jeff has over 34 years of experience in Wisconsin fire and emergency medical services. He worked 28 years as a career firefighter, 
paramedic, and fire officer in Green Bay. He was appointed chief of the department in January 2002 and retired in 2008. Jeff also 
works as the Emergency Planning Coordinator and Advance Travel Staff for the Green Bay Packers.  
 
Representative Rob Swearingen (R-Rhinelander) was elected to the Wisconsin State Assembly in 2012 and is currently serving his 
first term.  
A lifelong resident of Rhinelander, Rob attended Rhinelander Catholic Central as a youth and is a 1981 graduate of Rhinelander High 
School.  He and his wife Amy will be celebrating 21 years of marriage this year and have two teenage daughters. 
Rob & Amy have owned and operated The Al-Gen Dinner Club in Rhinelander since 1993 and have just started their 20th year at the 
restaurant.  In addition, Rob is the past president of his industry trade association representing close to 5000 members across 
Wisconsin.  He has held the position since being elected by the membership in 2007. 



Rob serves the Northwoods communities of Rhinelander, Eagle River, Minocqua / Woodruff, and Florence.  The 34th Assembly 
District includes portions of Vilas, Oneida, Florence, and Forest counties. 
 

Tom Taibl is the Associate Director for Large Government and Education accounts in Wisconsin and Minnesota for AT&T Global 
Business Systems. He has 32 years of experience in the telecommunications industry, holding a variety of sales leadership positions 
serving multiple industries. His current team is responsible for supporting installed product sets and helping identify how the 
utilization of new technologies can help improve total spending, productivity, access to information, educational outcomes and 
constituent service levels in a rapidly changing environment. Tom is a member of the Telephone Pioneers, enjoys biking, reading and 
golf and lives in Waukesha, WI. 
 

Jon Tanner has been involved professionally in educational technology for over nearly twenty years, and has been a classroom 
teacher at the elementary, high school, and university levels in both public and independent schools. Some of his past experiences 
include serving as a Tech Team Leader at UW-Madison's ARCH labs, winning a grant in 1995 to develop Internet-based curriculum 
(back when nobody was quite sure what that was yet), and serving as Sr. Network Administrator for a startup independent high 
school. Jon has been the Technology Director for the Oregon School District since 2005, where he leads the Information and 
Technology Literacy Team and the Personalized Learning Initiative Task Force. He has presented at numerous conferences and 
workshops including Illinois Computing Educators (ICE), Illinois Associate for Gifted Children (IAGC), the Role of Technology in 
Education Conference, Lake Geneva Technology Academy, WEMA/WEMTA, WiscNet's Future Technologies Conference, the 
Midwest Principals Center, SLATE, and Brainstorm. 
 
Joni Theobald is a Lac du Flambeau tribal member, who for the past four years, she has held the position of Education and 
Workforce Development Director for the Lac du Flambeau Band of Lake Superior Chippewa, managing more than 4.5 million in 
tribal and federal projects. She is also the Vice Chair of the Tribal Policy Review Board member, an economic advisor to the LDF 
Business Development Corporation and member of the Vilas County Economic Development Board.  She is the acting COO (Chief 
Operating Officer) for Ogema Communications for the Lac du Flambeau tribe. She also facilitates tribal designation team 
consultations with telecommunication carriers and ISP’s servicing on tribal land under FCC Tribal Rules of Engagement.  She also is a 
member of the National Congress of American Indians (NCAI) telecommunications sub-committee, which reviews legislation 
affecting tribal nations, and developing commentary and responses for NCAI in telecommunications/radio/broadband.  
 
Mark Weller is President and CEO of Access Wisconsin where he has worked for the past 21 years.  Over that time his primary 
responsibilities have been managing BadgerNet for 30 Wisconsin Independent Telecommunication companies located in the rural 
part of our state.  Prior to that he was senior producer for news and public affairs at Wisconsin Public Television.  Mark graduated 
from the University of Wisconsin - Milwaukee in 1977.  He lives in Waunakee with his wife Liz and they have two adult children. 
 
Mike Wilson is Vice President of Sales and Consulting Services for CostQuest Associates. Mr. Wilson focuses his consulting efforts in 
the areas of rural telecommunications policy, universal service funding, interconnection, and operational analysis for wireless, 
competitive, and incumbent local carriers. 
Prior to joining CostQuest, Mr. Wilson worked at Western Wireless/Alltel. He managed Wireless Interconnection, focusing on carrier 
negotiations and reducing Cost of Service for Alltel’s wireless business unit. Prior to Alltel’s merger with Western Wireless, his work 
was related to Universal Service Funding. Mr. Wilson worked to align the organization, in terms of operational compliance, with 
Federal and State regulations related to USF. He also worked on enforcement of carrier obligations related to intercarrier 
compensation and Local Number Portability for Western Wireless. 
In his 8+ years with Western Wireless Mr. Wilson also worked within the Finance and Marketing groups, managing a group of 
Business Intelligence Analysts.  
Mr. Wilson also worked at AT&T Wireless/McCaw from 1994 to 1997 as an Analyst in the Messaging Division. 
Mr. Wilson has served as an expert and fact witness for intercarrier compensation proceedings in the State of South Dakota 
(SDPUC), and as an expert witness for proceedings in the State of Montana (PSC) and South Dakota for Universal Service Funding 
and Local Number Portability matters. He also co-authored papers written in support of policy positions regarding USF High-Cost 
funding. 
Mr. Wilson currently leads CostQuest’s Broadband Mapping Program under the auspices of the U.S. Department of Commerce 
(NTIA). 
 
Matt Yeakey graduated from the University of Wisconsin at Parkside and currently manages the TEACH (Technology for 
Educational Achievement) Program at the State of Wisconsin Department of Administration. TEACH has almost 1,000 schools and 



libraries and is part of the BCN network. Matt’s 17 years of IT experience includes PeopleSoft development, LAN Administration, and 
IT Program and Project Management. Matt also has certifications in ITIL, Six Sigma and Cyber Security. Outside of work, Matt serves 
as IT Director for the Air Force Auxiliary-Wisconsin Wing. He is also a competitive cyclist and alpine skier, having been State 
Champion multiple times in both sports. 


