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SUMMARY OF MUNICIPAL WATER USE ORDINANCES IN WISCONSIN

Many Wisconsin communities have enacted local ordinances regulating water use to promote the
conservation and efficient use of water supplied by their municipal water utility. Because each
municipality is unique, these water use restrictions vary from community to community. The Public
Service Commission of Wisconsin (PSC) reviewed existing municipal ordinances in 55 communities
to identify the types of water use restrictions already in place in Wisconsin.

Wisconsin municipalities that have adopted water use ordinances were identified based on their
responses to a water conservation survey conducted by the PSC in the spring of 2008 and through a
search of readily-available municipal codes on the Internet. This report is not intended to be a
comprehensive list of water use regulations, but rather it is intended to demonstrate the range of
municipal water use regulations in use across the state. As such, this report provides examples that
can be used by other municipalities interested in adopting similar ordinances for their community.

In general, there are three types of ordinances regulating water use in Wisconsin: 1) emergency
water use restrictions; 2) permanent water use regulations; and 3) voluntary water use guidelines.
The scope and range of restrictions found in each of these categories is described in following
sections. More detailed information about each community’s ordinance can be found in the
Appendices.

Emergency Water Use Ordinances

Emergency water use ordinances are typically put into effect by elected city officials at the request
of water utility staff. These ordinances temporarily restrict customer water use to maintain a supply
of water for essential purposes, such as fire protection and other municipal services, as well as for
residential, commercial, and industrial purposes deemed necessary for the health of the population,
the environment, and general welfare. Emergency water use ordinances may be prompted by
natural disasters, weather events, or extreme water drawdown.

Typical Provisions of Emergency Water Use Ordinances:

e Length of time that restrictions remain in effect. Emergency water use restrictions may last
for a predetermined length of time, typically ranging from 21 to 30 days with the option of
renewal, or from the time of a public statement announcing the existence of an emergency
until the time that the emergency is publically declared over.

e Who is affected by the regulations. Emergency water use restrictions may apply to the
entire municipality, parts of a municipality, both private well owners and water utility
customers, certain types of properties (e.g., residential, commercial, industrial, or



municipal), or addresses ending in even numbers on even dates and addresses ending in odd
numbers on odd number dates.

e Complexity of restrictions. Some communities enact only the restrictions determined to be
necessary by the water utility and/or the municipal government, while others restrict
different types of water uses in stages based on the severity of emergency.

e Restricted activities. Municipalities generally restrict one or more of the following activities
during emergencies: 1) watering/sprinkling of lawns, shrubs, trees, or other similar
vegetation; 2) filling of swimming pools or fountains; 3) washing vehicles or trailers except at
car washes that use recycled water; 4) bulk water purchases; 5) installation of new lawns;

6) watering of hard surfaces; and 7) watering during precipitation.

e Exceptions to restrictions. Many ordinances provide exemptions for specific purposes that
are considered valuable to the municipality as a whole, or that are necessary for the
operation of a business. Some municipalities require that permits be obtained for these
exemptions, while others do not. Typical exceptions include: 1) newly seeded/sodded lawns
or vegetation; 2) irrigation of crops; 3) livestock watering; 4) golf courses that use onsite
retention ponds; 5) car washes that recycle water; 6) hand-held devices like watering cans or
hoses with a spring- loaded shut-off device; 7) pools in school buildings; 8) children’s water
toys; 9) business that sell plants for a living; or 10) private water sources, such as wells.

e Penalties. The consequences for failure to follow emergency water use restrictions vary for
each municipality. The police department or water utility staff usually enforces these
penalties. Some examples include: 1) a set fine ranging from $10 to $10,000 per offense;

2) graduated fines, such as a warning for the first offense and increasing amounts for
subsequent offenses; 3) suspension of water service after multiple offenses; or 4) other legal
consequences or possible jail time as a result of failure to pay fines.

Permanent Water Use Ordinances

Some municipalities have enacted permanent restrictions on outdoor uses of water to conserve the
utility’s water supply during peak times of demand. Usually these ordinances involve watering
outdoors with a hose or sprinkler on certain days of the week based on the resident’s house
number, and may be enforced by the police department or water utility staff.

Typical Provisions of Permanent Water Use Ordinances:

e Time of year that the ordinance is in effect. For example, permanent water ordinances may
be in place during certain months or year-round.

e Alternate days. For example, addresses ending in even numbers are permitted to water on
even dates and addresses ending in odd numbers are permitted to water on odd dates.
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e Specific watering days. For example, addresses ending in odd numbers are permitted to
water on Thursdays and Sundays, while addresses ending in even numbers are permitted to
water on Tuesdays and Saturdays.

e Prohibition on watering during peak hours. This is most frequently used in combination
with the alternate day option or specific watering day option. For example, lawn watering or
unattended water use is allowed only before 9 a.m. and after 6 p.m. on designated days.

e Exceptions to restrictions. Some municipalities allow exceptions for: 1) newly
sodded/seeded lawns; 2) irrigation of crops; 3) golf courses that use own retention ponds;
4) car washes that recycle water; 5) hand-held watering devices; 6) outdoor sports
complexes and pools; 7) cemeteries; or 8) children's water toys.

Voluntary Water Use Guidelines

Some municipalities have enacted ordinances that provide voluntary guidelines to encourage
conservation and efficient water use. These are generally not enforced by the municipality or the
utility, but rather serve to promote education and awareness of smart water use practices.

Examples of Voluntary Water Use Guidelines:

e Encouraging residents to limit the watering of landscapes and established lawns to no more
than once every 5 to 7 days.

e Suggesting that addresses ending in even numbers water on even dates and addresses
ending in odd numbers water on odd dates.

e Encouraging the water utility to promote water conservation and efficient use on water bills
or other materials sent to customers



APPENDIX 1: TYPES OF MUNICIPAL WATER USE ORDINANCES

Emergency Permanent Voluntary
Water Use Water Use Water Use

County Municipality Ordinances Ordinances Ordinances Other Conservation Measures
Adams Rome °
Brown Bellevue ° Public Education
Brown De Pere ° Public Education
Brown Howard ° Public Education
Brown Hobart ° Public Education
Brown Ledgeview SD #2 ° Public Education
Calumet Chilton ° High Efficiency Water Softener
Calumet Brillion °
Chippewa Chippewa Falls °
Dane Cottage Grove °
Dane Madison °
Eau Claire Eau Claire °
Fond du Lac Fond du Lac ° °
Fond du Lac  North Fond du °

Lac
Jefferson Johnson Creek °
La Crosse Onalaska °
La Crosse Prairie du Chien °
Marathon Weston °
Milwaukee  Franklin °
Milwaukee  South °

Milwaukee
Outagamie  Appleton °
Outagamie = Kimberly °
Outagamie  Combined Locks ° °
Ozaukee Cedarburg °
Ozaukee Grafton °
Ozaukee Mequon °
Racine Burlington °
Racine Mount Pleasant °
Racine Racine °
Sauk Baraboo °



Emergency Permanent Voluntary
Water Use Water Use Water Use

County Municipality Ordinances Ordinances Ordinances Other Conservation Measures
Sauk Sauk City °
Sheboygan  Sheboygan °
St. Croix Hudson °
Walworth Delavan °
Walworth East Troy ° °
Walworth Elkhorn °
Walworth Fontana-on-

Geneva Lake ®
Walworth Williams Bay
Washington Germantown °
Washington = Hartford °
Washington West Bend °
Waukesha Brookfield (City) ° °
Waukesha Delafield ° °
Waukesha  Hartland °
Waukesha ~ Mukwonago ° °
Waukesha  New Berlin °
Waukesha  Pewaukee (City) ° ° °
Waukesha  Sussex ° °
Waukesha ~ Waukesha ° °
Waupaca Waupaca ° °
Winnebago Menasha (Town) °
Winnebago  Oshkosh °
Wood Grand Rapids °
Wood Marshfield °
Wood Wisconsin °

Rapids

TOTAL 50 8 5 6
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APPENDIX 2: EMERGENCY WATER USE ORDINANCES - COMPLEXITY OF RESTRICTIONS

One Multiple  Number
County Municipality  Stage Stages of Stages Description of Stages
Adams Rome °
Brown Bellevue 2 1) Water lawns on even/odd day system, watering only
allowed from 6 p.m. to midnight, hand-held watering
allowed; 2) No outside water use- no watering lawns,
e flowers, vehicles, driveways, structures
Brown De Pere 2 1) Water lawns on even/odd day system, watering only
allowed from 6 p.m. to midnight, hand-held watering
allowed; 2) No outside water use- no watering lawns,
e flowers, vehicles, driveways, structures
Brown Howard 2 1) Water lawns on even/odd day system, watering only
allowed from 6 p.m. to midnight, hand-held watering
allowed; 2) No outside water use- no watering lawns,
e flowers, vehicles, driveways, structures
Brown Hobart 2 1) Water lawns on even/odd day system, watering only
allowed from 6 p.m. to midnight, hand-held watering
allowed; 2) No outside water use- no watering lawns,
e flowers, vehicles, driveways, structures
Brown Ledgeview SD 2 1) Water lawns on even/odd day system, watering only
#2 allowed from 6 p.m. to midnight, hand-held watering
allowed; 2) No outside water use- no watering lawns,
e flowers, vehicles, driveways, structures
Calumet Chilton °
Calumet Brillion °
Chippewa Chippewa
Falls ®
Dane Cottage
Grove ®
Dane Madison °
Eau Claire Eau Claire °
Fond du Lac  Fond du Lac °
Fond du Lac North Fond
du Lac ®
Jefferson Johnson
Creek ®
La Crosse Onalaska ° 5 1) Voluntary; 2) Mandatory; 3) Mandatory with
even/odd system and no peak hour watering;
4) Mandatory with specific day watering schedule;
5) Mandatory ban of all outdoor water use
La Crosse Prairie du
Chien ®
Marathon Weston °
Milwaukee = Franklin °
Milwaukee = South
Milwaukee ®



One Multiple  Number
County Municipality = Stage Stages of Stages Description of Stages
Outagamie  Appleton °
Outagamie  Combined
Locks ®
Ozaukee Cedarburg °
Ozaukee Grafton °
Ozaukee Mequon °
Racine Burlington °
Racine Mount
Pleasant ®
Racine Racine °
Sauk Baraboo °
Sauk Sauk City °
Sheboygan = Sheboygan °
St. Croix Hudson ° 3 1) Even/odd system, no watering from 7 a.m. to
7 p.m., no watering of hard surfaces, no watering
during precipitation; 2) No sprinkling, no watering of
hard surfaces, no watering during precipitation; 3) No
outdoor water use
Walworth Delavan ° 3 1) Even/odd system, watering only allowed from
6a.m.to8a.m. &7 p.m. to 10 p.m.; 2) Restrict all
outside water use except for new sod exception;
3) Restrict all outside use, limit inside use
Walworth East Troy °
Walworth Elkhorn ° 3 1) Even/odd system, watering only allowed from
6a.m.to8a.m. & 7 p.m. to 10 p.m.; 2) Restrict all
outside water use except for new sod exception;
® 3) Restrict all outside use, limit inside use
Washington Germantown °
Washington Hartford °
Washington West Bend °
Waukesha Brookfield
(City) ®
Waukesha Delafield °
Waukesha Hartland °
Waukesha Mukwonago ° 3 1) Permanent watering restrictions from May 1st-
Sept. 15th, even/odd system; 2) Watering only from
8 p.m. to midnight, watering Mon & Thurs for even
addresses, watering Tues and Fri for odd addresses, no
filling of swimming pools; 3) No sprinkling, watering of
plants, car washes (except commercial car washes and
car washes involving buckets of water (not hoses), no
filling of swimming pools
Waukesha New Berlin °
Waukesha Pewaukee
(City) ®



One  Multiple  Number
County Municipality = Stage Stages of Stages Description of Stages
Waukesha Waukesha °
Winnebago Menasha
(Town) ®
Winnebago Oshkosh °
Wood Grand Rapids
Wood Marshfield ° 5 1) Voluntary; 2) Mandatory; 3) Mandatory with
even/odd system and no peak hour watering;
4) Mandatory with specific day watering schedule;
5) Mandatory ban of all outdoor water use
Wood Wisconsin °
Rapids
TOTAL 39 11

Complexity of Emergency Water Use Ordinances

Outof 50 Municipalities

10

B One Stage

= Multiple Stages
@ 5 Stages
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APPENDIX 3: EMERGENCY WATER USE ORDINANCES - TYPES OF RESTRICTED ACTIVITIES

Watering/

Sprinkling

of Lawns, Filling of Washing Watering

Trees, Swimming  Vehicles Bulk Installation = of Hard or Watering Water-
Similar Pools or or Water of New Impervious During Washing  Cooled Air  Construction
County Municipality Vegetation = Fountains Trailers = Purchases Lawns Surfaces Precipitation @ Buildings Conditioner Use
Adams Rome ° °
Brown Bellevue ° ° ° °
Brown De Pere ° ° ° °
Brown Howard ° ° ° °
Brown Hobart ° ° ° °
Brown Ledgeview SD
#2 [ ] [ [} [
Calumet Chilton ° ° °
Calumet Brillion ° °
Chippewa Chippewa Falls °
Dane Cottage Grove °
Dane Madison °
Eau Claire Eau Claire °
Fond du Lac Fond du Lac °
Fond du Lac North Fond du
Lac

Jefferson Johnson Creek ° ° ° ° °
La Crosse Onalaska °
La Crosse Prairie du Chien °
Marathon Weston ° °
Milwaukee Franklin ° ° ° °

11



Watering/

Sprinkling
of Lawns, Filling of Washing Watering
Trees, Swimming  Vehicles Bulk Installation = of Hard or Watering Water-
Similar Pools or or Water of New Impervious During Washing Cooled Air Construction

County Municipality Vegetation  Fountains Trailers = Purchases Lawns Surfaces Precipitation @ Buildings Conditioner Use
Milwaukee South

Milwaukee ®
Outagamie Appleton °
Outagamie Combined

Locks
Ozaukee Cedarburg ° ° ° ° ° °
Ozaukee Grafton ° ° ° ° °
Ozaukee Mequon ° ° °
Racine Burlington °
Racine Mount Pleasant °
Racine Racine °
Sauk Baraboo ° ° ° ° °
Sauk Sauk City ° ° °
Sheboygan Sheboygan °
St. Croix Hudson ° ° °
Walworth Delavan °
Walworth East Troy ° ° ° ° °
Walworth Elkhorn °
Washington Germantown °
Washington Hartford ° ° °
Washington West Bend °
Waukesha Brookfield °

(City) ® ®
Waukesha Delafield ° ° ° °
Waukesha Hartland ° °
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Watering/

Sprinkling
of Lawns, Filling of Washing Watering
Trees, Swimming  Vehicles Bulk Installation = of Hard or Watering Water-
Similar Pools or or Water of New Impervious During Washing  Cooled Air  Construction
County Municipality Vegetation  Fountains Trailers = Purchases Lawns Surfaces Precipitation @ Buildings Conditioner Use
Waukesha Mukwonago ° ° °
Waukesha New Berlin ° ° ° ° °
Waukesha Pewaukee (City) ° ° ° °
Waukesha Waukesha ° ° °
Winnebago Menasha
(Town) ®
Winnebago Oshkosh ° ° °
Wood Grand Rapids
Wood Marshfield °
Wood Wisconsin °
Rapids
TOTAL 47 18 21 3 4 12 1 8 2 2

13



Activities Restricted During Water Emergency
Out of 50 Municipalites

Construction Use 2
Water-Run Air Conditioners 2
Washing buildings (inside/outside) 8
Watering During Precipitation 1
Watering of Hard or Impervious Surfaces 12
Installation of New Lawns 4

Bulk Water Purchases 3

Washing Vehicles or Trailers 21

Filling of Swimming Pools or Fountains 18

Watering/ Sprinkling of Lawns, Trees, Similar Vegetation

0 10 20 30

Number of Municipalities

14



APPENDIX 4: EMERGENCY WATER USE ORDINANCES - COMMON EXCEPTIONS

Golf Courses Permits
Car Washes Businesses = Available
That That Sell on Case-
Recycle Poolsin Private  Children's Plants For by-Case
County Municipality Water Schools Sources Water Toys a Living Basis
Adams Rome °
Brown Bellevue
Brown De Pere
Brown Howard
Brown Hobart
Brown Ledgeview SD #2
Calumet Chilton
Calumet Brillion
Chippewa Chippewa Falls
Dane Cottage Grove °
Dane Madison
Eau Claire Eau Claire
Fond du Lac = Fond du Lac
Fond du Lac = North Fond du °
Lac
Jefferson Johnson Creek
La Crosse Onalaska
La Crosse Prairie du Chien
Marathon Weston °
Milwaukee Franklin
Milwaukee South
Milwaukee
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Newly Golf Courses Permits

Seeded/ That Use Car Washes Businesses Available
Sodded Onsite That Hand-Held That Sell on Case-
Lawns or Irrigation Retention Recycle Watering Poolsin Private Children's Plants For by-Case

County Municipality Vegetation of Crops Ponds Water Devices Schools Sources Water Toys a Living Basis

Outagamie Appleton

Outagamie Combined Locks ° ° °

Ozaukee Cedarburg

Ozaukee Grafton

Ozaukee Mequon

Racine Burlington °

Racine Mount Pleasant

Racine Racine

Sauk Baraboo

Sauk Sauk City ° °

Sheboygan Sheboygan

St. Croix Hudson °

Walworth Delavan ° °

Walworth East Troy ° ° ° °

Walworth Elkhorn °

Washington = Germantown °

Washington = Hartford °

Washington = West Bend

Waukesha Brookfield (City) ° ° ° °

Waukesha Delafield

Waukesha Hartland

Waukesha Mukwonago ° °

Waukesha New Berlin °

Waukesha Pewaukee (City) °

16



Newly Golf Courses Permits
Seeded/ That Use Car Washes Businesses = Available
Sodded Onsite That Hand-Held That Sell on Case-
Lawns or Irrigation Retention Recycle Watering Poolsin Private  Children's Plants For by-Case
County Municipality Vegetation of Crops Ponds Water Devices Schools Sources Water Toys a Living Basis
Waukesha Waukesha °
Winnebago Menasha (Town) °
Winnebago = Oshkosh °
Wood Grand Rapids °
Wood Marshfield
Wood Wisconsin
Rapids
TOTAL 18 3 2 2 7 1 3 2 1 8
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Common Exceptions to Emergency Water Use Ordinances

Permits As Per Requested

Businesses That Sell Plants For a Living

Children's Water Toys

Private Sources

Poolsin Schools

Hand- Held Watering Devices (watering cans, hoses)
Car Washes That Recycle Water

Golf Courses That Use Onsite Retention Ponds
Irrigation of Crops

Newly Seeded Sodded Lawns or Vegetation

Out of 50 Municipalities

. : A

0 2 4 6 8 10 12 14 16 18

Number of Municipalites
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APPENDIX 5: EMERGENCY WATER USE ORDINANCES - PENALTIES

Water Utility May

Jail Time or Legal

County Municipality Suspend Service Consequences Single Fine  Graduated Fines Description of Fine(s)

Adams Rome
Stage 1: first offense- warning, second offense-
S50, third offense- $100; Stage 2: first offense-

Brown Bellevue ® S50, second offense- $100, third offense- $200
Stage 1: first offense- warning, second offense-
S50, third offense- $100; Stage 2: first offense-

Brown De Pere ° $50, second offense- $100, third offense- $200
Stage 1: first offense- warning, second offense-
S50, third offense- $100; Stage 2: first offense-

Brown Howard ° $50, second offense- $100, third offense- $200
Stage 1.: first offense- warning, second offense-
S50, third offense- $100; Stage 2: first offense-

Brown Hobart ® S50, second offense- $100, third offense- $200
Stage 1.: first offense- warning, second offense-

Ledgeview SD S50, third offense- $100; Stage 2: first offense-

Brown #2 ® S50, second offense- $100, third offense- $200

Calumet Chilton

Calumet Brillion ®

Chippewa Chippewa Falls ® $10- $50
general penalties for failure to follow municipal
ordinances: first offense- no more than $500,

Dane Cottage Grove If fine is not paid ° second offense- $10- $500

Dane Madison ® $20- $1000

Eau Claire Eau Claire ® no more than $50

Fond du Lac  Fond du Lac hd $25-$100

North Fond du
Fond du Lac lac If fine is not paid ® $100
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Water Utility May

Jail Time or Legal

County Municipality Suspend Service Consequences Single Fine  Graduated Fines Description of Fine(s)
Jefferson Johnson Creek
La Crosse Onalaska ® $20- $100
Prairie du
La Crosse Chien
Marathon Weston
Milwaukee | Franklin
South
Milwaukee  Milwaukee
Outagamie  Appleton ®
Combined
Outagamie  Locks
Ozaukee Cedarburg
Ozaukee Grafton
Ozaukee Mequon
first offense- warning, second offense- $50-
Racine Burlington ® $200, third offense- $100- $200
Racine Mt. Pleasant
general penalties for failure to follow municipal
Racine Racine d ordinances: $1- $1000
Sauk Baraboo e no more than $10,000
Sauk Sauk City ®
Sheboygan = Sheboygan
general penalties for failure to follow municipal
ordinances: first offense- $1- $500, second
St. Croix Hudson ® offense- $10- $500
Walworth Delavan e $50- $500
first offense- $10- $25, second offense- $25-
Walworth East Troy ® 100
Walworth Elkhorn
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Water Utility May

Jail Time or Legal

County Municipality Suspend Service Consequences Graduated Fines Description of Fine(s)
general penalties for failure to follow municipal
ordinances: first offense- $5- $1500, second
Washington = Germantown If fine is not paid offense- $25- $2500
general penalties for failure to follow municipal
ordinances: first offense- $85, second offense-
Washington | Hartford $135, third offense- $185
Washington West Bend
Brookfield
Waukesha (City)
general penalties for failure to follow municipal
Waukesha Delafield ordinances- $100- $500
Waukesha Hartland
Waukesha Mukwonago
Waukesha New Berlin
first offense- $100, second offense- $200, third
offense- $300, fourth offense- $500, all future
Pewaukee offenses- $500; all penalties can be doubled
Waukesha (City) during emergency
first/second/third offenses- warnings, fourth
offense- $172, fifth offense- $298, sixth offense-
Waukesha Waukesha after 5+ offenses $424, seventh offense- $676
Menasha
Winnebago (Town)
Winnebago @ Oshkosh If fine is not paid $75- $500
Wood Grand Rapids
Wood Marshfield $20- $100
Wisconsin
Wood Rapids

TOTAL 1



Penalties for Failure to Follow Emergency Water Ordinances

Jail Time or Legal Consequences

Water Utility May Suspend Service

Graduated Fines

Single Fine

Outof 50 Municipalites
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Number of Municipalities

12

14




APPENDIX 6: PERMANENT WATER USE ORDINANCES

Description
of
Alternate Alternate Peak Hour Description of Peak Hour
County Municipality Time of Year Days Days Restrictions Restrictions Exceptions
E N ing fi 11a.m.
Outagamie = Kimberly Year- round ° ven/Odd ° © watering from 11 a.m. to
Day 6 p.m.
Hand-held water devi
. Combined Even/Odd No watering from 11 a.m. to a.n e, water devices,
Outagamie Locks June 1st- Sept. 30th ° Da ° 60.m children's water toys, newly
y p.m. sodded/seeded lawns
Hand-held water devices,
Even/Odd No watering from 6 a.m. to children's water toys, newly
Walworth East Tl Year- d ° °
awor ast froy ear-roun Day 6 p.m. sodded/seeded lawns (for 30
days)
Newly sodded/seeded lawns,
irrigati f If
Brookfield Even/Odd No watering from 9 a.m. to Irrigation ot crops, g0
Waukesha (City) Year-round o Da ° 6o.m courses that use own
y y p-m. retention ponds, car washes
that recycle water
Waukesha  Mukwonago May 1st- Sept. 15th ° Even/Odd Thqse who have a business
Day selling plants
Pewaukee May 15th- Sept. Even/Odd
Waukesh °
auKesha  city) 15th Day
Tues & Sat-
even Hand-held water devices,
N ing fi .m. | i
Waukesha  Waukesha May 1st- Oct. 1st . addresses, o o watering from 9 a.m. to new landscaping, outdoor
Thurs. & 5p.m. sports complexes,
Sun.- odd cemeteries, other permits
addresses
No watering from 12 o.m. to Hand-held water devices,
Waupaca Waupaca Year-round ° 7 om & p-m. wading pools under 50
p-m. gallons
TOTAL 4 7 6

23



Number of Municipalities

Options for Permanent Water Use Ordinances
Out of 8 Municipalites

7

Set Time of Year

Alternate Days Peak Hour Restrictions
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APPENDIX 7: VOLUNTARY WATER USE GUIDELINES

Encourage
Consumers Limit
to Conserve Alternate Number of
County Municipality Water Days Days Limit Hours
Fond du Lac Fond du Lac ® ® ®
[ ]
Walworth Williams Bay
Waukesha Delafield ®
Waukesha Mukwonago ®
Waukesha Pewaukee ®
Waukesha Sussex e
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APPENDIX 8: EXAMPLES OF WATER USE ORDINANCES

The following municipalities demonstrate the range of water use restrictions in Wisconsin
communities. These were selected to serve as examples that other communities may wish to follow
and are not intended to serve as a comprehensive list.

e City of Brookfield - Emergency and Permanent Restrictions. Noted features include a
detailed list of exemptions and explicit inclusion of both private wells and city water in
regulation. See http://municipalcodes.lexisnexis.com/codes/brookfld/ and
http://www.jsonline.com/story/index.aspx?id=755099.

e Village of Combined Locks - Emergency and Permanent Restrictions. Noted features include
a clear and concise discussion of exceptions. See
http://www.combinedlocks.org/combinedlocks/departments/water++sewer/water+conserv

ation+ordinance.asp.

e City of Delavan - Emergency Restrictions. Noted features include a description of stages of
water emergencies, details for obtaining special permits, and a description of how the
regulations are enforced. See http://ci.delavan.wi.us/ordinances/municipal.pdf.

e Village of East Troy - Emergency and Permanent Restrictions. Noted features include an
explanation of who is affected, including residential, commercial, industrial, agricultural,

institutional properties. See http://www.e-
codes.generalcode.com/codes/2090 A/Chapter%203,%20Miscellaneous%20Utilities%20Reg

ulations.pdf.

e City of Fond du Lac - Emergency and Voluntary Restrictions. Noted features include
examples of voluntary water use guidelines. See http://www.ci.fond-du-
lac.wi.us/data/uploads/Chapter 13  Municipal Utilities.pdf and
http://www.fdlreporter.com.

e City of Hudson - Emergency Restrictions. Noted features include a description of stages of
water emergencies and an explanation of where restrictions will be announced. See
http://www.e-codes.generalcode.com/codebook frameset.asp?ep=fs&t=ws&cb=1792 A.

e Village of Mukwonago - Emergency and Permanent Restrictions. Noted features include an
explanation of permanent water use restrictions and different water emergency stages. See
http://www.villageofmukwonago.com/chapter 86.htm#Sec. 86-122.

e City of Pewaukee - Emergency, Permanent, and Voluntary Restrictions. Noted features
include examples of all three types of ordinances. See
http://www.cityofpewaukee.us/ fileCabinet/Ch16 Municipal Water.pdf.
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http://www.ci.fond-du-lac.wi.us/data/uploads/Chapter_13___Municipal_Utilities.pdf
http://www.ci.fond-du-lac.wi.us/data/uploads/Chapter_13___Municipal_Utilities.pdf
http://www.e-codes.generalcode.com/codebook_frameset.asp?ep=fs&t=ws&cb=1792_A

e City of Waukesha - Emergency and Permanent Restrictions. Noted features include detailed
and well-organized ordinances and a list of explicit penalties. See
http://www.ci.waukesha.wi.us/Code Book/13.110.pdf.

e Members of the Central Brown County Water Authority (Village of Allouez, Village of
Bellevue, City of De Pere, Village of Howard, Town of Lawrence, and Ledgeview Sanitary
District No. 2) - Emergency Restrictions and Public Education measures. Noted features
include a common set of water conservation ordinances, inclusion of public education, and a
detailed description of penalties. See De Pere’s ordinance at
http://www.municode.com/resources/gateway.asp?pid=133648&sid=49.
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