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Today’s Topics
• Utility Permits & Accommodation Policy
Website

• WisDOT organization
Who issues utility permits
Webpage, map

• Permit requirements and the DT1553
 5Ws and H
 How to fill

out the form

What needs to be included 
with the application
 Location requirements



www.wisconsindot.gov 

http://www.wisconsindot.gov/








WEB





Region v. Central Office permit issuance
• Region offices issue most permits
• Bureau of Highway Maintenance issues permits for:
 Expedited service connections (ESCPs)

• NOT individual requests for service
 The longitudinal occupation of interstates, freeways, and 

freeway/expressway mixes (hybrids)  HMM 09-15-40
• Communications, electric transmission

 All longitudinal installations of private utility facilities
 All installations not in conformance with or exceptions to the 

utility accommodation policy
• The last two items also require FHWA approval

http://wisconsindot.gov/Documents/doing-bus/real-estate/permits/09-15-40.pdf


Permit requirements:
The 5Ws and H



Permit requirements: How?  

• Use form DT1553: 

Application/Permit to Construct, Operate and 
Maintain Utility Facilities on Highway Right-of-Way



DT1553
(front)



DT1553
(back)





Permit requirements: Who?  

• Utility facility owner may sign the permit application 
or delegate that authority to a consultant, contractor, 
attorney, etc.



Permit requirements: What?
De

sc
rib

es
 th

e 
 p

ro
po

se
d 

w
or

k

X               48# FOC 

X               2- 1.25” HDPE

X  

X  
X  

X  

X  

X  

X  
X  

X  

X  



Permit requirements: When?  
• Approval date to restoration date
• Give WisDOT 2-4 weeks for processing

Give yourself 
enough time 
to complete 
restoration



Permit requirements: Where?
• State Trunk Highways, not Connecting Highways

http://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/travel/road/hwy-maps/sth-map.aspx


Connecting highways





WisDOT & utility project info

Bottom left-hand corner of form.  
If #4 is YES, the WisDOT writes in appropriate project ID(s)



Location, location, location…

T15N R16E S27, 34
T14N R16E S3

Byron, Fond du Lac

Fond du Lac

Fond du Lac

175

151





Work zone 
traffic control
The work zone 
encompasses the 
utility facility location 
plus the entire site 
that people, vehicles, 
materials, and 
equipment will use



Guidelines and materials

• Wisconsin Manual on Uniform 
Traffic Control Devices 
(WMUTCD)
Minimum standards 

• States and local agencies can 
have more restrictive standards

• Wisconsin does and is published
 Applies to all streets and 

highways open to public travel



Work zone layouts

• A utility permit’s work zone traffic 
control plan may be designed 
based from:
WMUTCD drawing
Work Zone Field Manual 
WisDOT Standard Detail Drawings

• Preferred
 Special drawings



Shoulder 
closure in 
Work Zone 
Field Manual



WisDOT Standard Detail Drawing Shoulder Closure



Appurtenances

• Vaults
• Pedestals
• Cabinets



Erosion control 
& 

Environmental

Questions must 
be answered



Environmental Checklist
9-15-16



Environmental Checklist
Aquatic Resource Impacts
• State/Federal Wetland/Waterway Permits
Protected Species
Construction Site Stormwater Permits
Erosion Control Plan & Stormwater 
Management Plans
Historic Preservation
Tribal Government Coordination
Contaminated Sites
Asbestos



Additional project information

Company representative

Company representative, contractor, 1-call center



Additional work information

Work location (address), latitude-longitude, 
empty conduit, number of  actual working days, 
work hours (9am-3pm),special work hours 
(11pm-5am), …



Back page



Bottom part of form

Filled out by WisDOT



So what goes with the DT1553?

• Location or plat map
• Drawings
 Scale / North arrow
 Show highway features

• CL, EOP, shoulder, lanes, curb

• Special items
 Appurtenances
 Access
 DNR coordination 

 Show existing utilities
 Show proposed facility

• Not technical nomenclature

Work time restrictions
Work zone traffic control
 Erosion control



Location or plat map
• Required for permit



HMM 09-15-15: Permit Drawings



Insufficient existing utility data leads to 
permit review and processing delays



Some drawings may be very complex



Some drawings are fairly simple



Provide dimensions 
from known points
• Right-of-way line
• Fence
• Edge of pavement
• Edge of travel lane
 White stripe

• Centerline
• Other utilities

• Scale
• Stationing
• Section lines



Hard to tell what’s what on this drawing



Legends are needed



Comments, questions, concerns…

• Kathy Jennings

• Maintenance Engineer

• (608) 261-8976

• kathy.jennings@dot.wi.gov

mailto:kathy.jennings@dot.wi.gov
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