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Wisconsin DNR 
Regulatory Processes  

• Early Project Planning
• Endangered Resource Reviews 

(ERR)
• Wetland review/consultations
• WDNR Waterway/Wetland 

Permitting
• WDNR Construction Site 

Stormwater Permitting
• WDNR Staff and Contacts



Wisconsin DNR Regulatory Processes
Early project planning - Endangered Resources Review

https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/erreview/PublicPortal

    The NHI Public Portal is an online tool that provides 
     information typically acquired through   
     an Endangered Resources Review. 

After completing the portal process, you will receive an Endangered Resources (ER) Preliminary 
Assessment, which will help guide your next steps concerning endangered resources. 

Completing the steps provided by the NHI Public Portal ensures compliance with Wisconsin’s 
Endangered Species Law, Wis State Statute 29.604. The NHI Public Portal search results are 
presented as an ER Preliminary Assessment.

https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/erreview/PublicPortal
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/erreview/review.html


Wisconsin DNR Regulatory Processes
Early project planning - Endangered Resources Review

An ER Preliminary Assessment is a document provided to users who complete the NHI Public Portal process. 
This document contains a summary of all information entered, a map of the project area and the resulting 
determination of next steps regarding endangered resources. 

1. Result with follow-up actions.
2. An ER Review is required.
3. An ER Review is strongly recommended.
4. An ER review is recommended.
5. No further actions.



Wisconsin DNR Regulatory Processes
Early project planning - Endangered Resources Review

If an ER Review is REQUIRED, STRONGLY RECOMMENDED, or RECOMMENDED, 
BEAD project proponents will need to coordinate with PSC to have a Certified ER 
Review completed. Certified ER Reviews are further reviewed by DNR ER staff for compliance. 

It is imperative that the ER Reviews are completed EARLY in the 
planning process. Possible required or recommended actions:

 Construction timing restrictions 
 Construction location restrictions
 Exclusion fencing for herp species
 Avoiding suitable habitat

If work cannot be completed within the required parameters, the BEAD project 
proponent might need to obtain an individual Incidental Take Authorization. 
Incidental Take Authorizations include analysis of potential impact to the 
species and include a 30-day public notice. 



Wisconsin DNR Regulatory 
Processes 

Early project planning  - Wetland and Waterway 
Reviews

• Identification of wetlands & waterways
  Prevent impacts
  Types of waterway and wetland 

permits required

• Location of wetlands & waterways
 May determine project installation 

methods to avoid or minimize 
wetland impacts.



Wisconsin DNR Regulatory Processes – early project planning

Wetland review is required prior to submitting a DNR wetland permit and DNR construction site stormwater permit. 

 A wetland delineation is conducted by a qualified biologist is recommended. 

 If a wetland delineation is not conducted, a conservative or refined desktop wetland review can be submitted through 
the DNR wetland consultation process. 

 
A wetland concurrence request consists of an email detailing how the project was evaluated for the presence of wetlands 
accompanied by a supporting wetland map showing the proposed wetland boundaries within the project area. 

 Wetland concurrence requests can take several weeks to be reviewed and returned by the DNR. 

Once wetland boundaries are concurred with, that information can be used by the applicant and/or 
consultant to calculate wetland disturbance totals (temporary, permanent, etc.) based on the project 
plans to help determine applicable DNR waterway/wetland permitting requirements.



Wisconsin DNR Regulatory Processes – early project planning

Wetland review/consultations resources examples: 



Wisconsin DNR Regulatory Processes 
Early project planning leads to good project plans!



https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/Sectors/Energy.html 

DNR Office of Energy Web Page 

https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/Sectors/Energy.html


More useful websites! 
Please see the WORD document we created 
with clickable links that are useful for project 
planning and permitting



Wisconsin DNR Regulatory Processes – 
waterway/wetland permitting

Utility Waterway/Wetland General Permit  
WDNR-GP3-2023 

• See the DNR Water Permit Application Page (with videos!)

Utility Waterway/Wetland General Permit – timeline: 
• 30-day statutory timeline upon receipt of 

complete application.
• DNR has one request for additional 

information which pauses the clock.
• Wetland consultation/review must be completed 

prior to this timeline/permit submittal. 
• If all GP3 criteria cannot be met, a DNR Individual 

Permit must be applied for. 
• DNR Individual Permit requires an elevated 

review and longer timelines, approximately 
90+ days.



Wisconsin DNR Regulatory Processes – 
Construction site stormwater permitting

• Includes hand holes, pedestal locations, bore pit 
entry/exit points, area of open cut trenching, soil 
stockpiling areas, site access points, or anywhere 
ground disturbance occurs, are common types of 
disturbance.

Notice of Intent (NOI) submittal (online) requires development 
of a construction site erosion control plan (ECP)

Utilization of construction site BMP’s following approved 
technical standards at disturbed areas to promote site 
stabilization(silt fence, wattles, seed/mulch, etc.) (online)

Required for projects where total land disturbance for project is 1 acre or more



Wisconsin DNR Regulatory Processes – 
staff and contacts

Kyle McLaughlin, Section Chief – 
kyle.mclaughlin@wisconsin.gov, 
715-360-5148

Weston Matthews, Wetland & Waterway 
Permits - weston.matthews@wisconsin.gov, 
608-228-9164

Maureen Millmann, Endangered Resources 
Reviews – maureen.millmann@wisconsin.gov, 
414-897-5713

mailto:kyle.mclaughlin@wisconsin.gov
mailto:weston.matthews@wisconsin.gov
mailto:Maureen.millmann@wisconsin.gov
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