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Disclaimer: This is the BEAD Pre-Construction NEPA and Permitting Timeline Version 3, published on April 6th, 2026.  The Wisconsin Broadband Office reserves the right to modify or update this document as necessary to effectuate the goals of the BEAD program and remain compliant with State, Federal or NTIA requirements or for any other reason to administer the BEAD program.
Pre-Construction NEPA and Permitting Timeline
Subgrantees must provide a “milestone schedule” (which will be called “Pre-Construction NEPA and Permitting Timeline”, to not be confused with the milestone schedule tied to the BEAD milestone payments detailed in the Grant Agreement) to initiate National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) Review by the National Telecommunications and Information Administration (NTIA). This Pre-Construction NEPA and Permitting Timeline must identify specific deadlines and describing how the Subgrantee proposes to meet timing requirements including, as required, the completion of consultations, the completion of NEPA and Section 106 reviews, and the submission of Environmental Assessments (EAs) or Environmental Impact Statements (EISs). The Pre-Construction NEPA and Permitting Timeline will be included and submitted with a required project deployment plan following Grant Agreement execution between the Subgrantee and the PSC.
In the table below, fill out the “anticipated completion of milestone” column for each row. Add notes where it would be useful for Public Service Commission (PSC) staff. One Timeline shall be completed for each project. If a subrecipient has NEPA Sub-Projects, then one Timeline shall be completed for each NEPA Sub-Project. Note that it’s possible for milestones to be completed concurrently. Some cells have been pre-filled for convenience.
If you anticipate your project falling into a Categorical Exclusion (CatEx), NEPA should take 3-6 months. Environmental Analyses will take longer. Most BEAD projects will be Categorical Exclusions.  
Submit this document as part of your larger project deployment schedule to the Grants Management System as document type “Onboarding Document”. As staff availability allows, PSC staff will complete Section 106 and Section 7 Consultations on behalf of the Subgrantee.

Subgrantee Name:
Project Name and ID:
[If Applicable] NEPA Sub-Project ID:
Short Project Description:

	Milestone
	Anticipated Start of Milestone
	# Days Anticipated to Complete
	Notes

	PSC announces preliminary awards and submits Final Proposal to NTIA
	September 4 2025
	0
	Completed

	Certified Engineering plan submitted to PSC
	
	<90
	

	NTIA approval of Wisconsin’s Final Proposal
	December 2 2025
	90
	Completed

	Tribal consent received 
	
	
	

	Grant Agreement signed
	
	30-60
	Following NTIA approval of awards, submission of required docs, tribal consent


	NEPA Review

	Subgrantee submits Environmental Impacts and Documentation Screening Questionnaire and all other requested materials to the PSC
	
	30-60
	

	Section 7 Consultation completed
	
	30-135
	

	Section 106 Consultation completed
	
	>30
	

	[If Applicable] Section 106 Interested Tribe Consultation(s) Completed
	
	
	

	NEPA level (CatEx, EA, EIS) determined
	
	
	

	Subgrantee has received NEPA Decision Document, notified of NEPA approval, and is authorized to begin implementation
	
	
	

	[If Applicable] Permitting

	Pre-application meetings with permitting agencies
	
	<30
	

	Permit applications submitted to permitting agencies
	
	30-60
	

	Permit applications determined complete by permitting agencies
	
	
	

	Permitting agency review time
	
	
	

	Subgrantee provides proof that all required permits have been applied for
	
	
	

	Project Construction begins
	
	
	

	Permitting Agencies:
	



Provide a brief narrative to describe the completion of the consultations, NEPA and Section 106 reviews, and submission of NEPA documentation:





[If Applicable] Provide a brief narrative to describe how the Pre-Construction NEPA and Permitting Timeline differs between NEPA Sub-Projects:
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