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Foreword 
Following a Wisconsin tradition begun by the self-taught 
naturalist and scientist, Increase Lapham,1 in the 1830’s, 
the Public Service Commission of Wisconsin-Office of 
Energy Innovation has been diligently tracking energy 
statistics since 1976. The volume that follows, is a 
collection of data that provides a snapshot of energy use, 
intensity, economic, and environmental impacts for the 
years 2015 through 2017.  As our state considers the task 
of transitioning to carbon free electricity by the year 

2050, as set forth by Governor Tony Evers’ Executive Order 38, this data will be a resource for 
decision makers and provide a foundation for advocates, researchers, and innovators.  

To ensure equitable access to this information, we’ve made several key components of this data 
available on the Public Service Commission’s website.2  As we work to make more datasets 
available online, we ask that you contact us at OEI@wisconsin.gov with your feedback and 
suggestions.  

The data within the Wisconsin Energy Statistics book depicts all energy used, from petroleum 
for transportation to renewables and natural gas for electricity generation. Since its first 
printing, we’ve implemented many changes. Notably, there are now two distinct chapters 
highlighting the state economic profile and the environmental impact of all energy use in the 
state. We are more aware now than ever of the environmental impact of our energy choices, 
and the economic benefits of moving to clean energy cannot be ignored.  

It is the mission of the Public Service Commission to oversee and facilitate the efficient and fair 
provision of quality utility services in Wisconsin. The commissioners consider and balance 
diverse perspectives while endeavoring to protect the environment, public interest, and public 
health and welfare; the Wisconsin Energy Statistics are integral to this mission. 

 

Rebecca Cameron Valcq, Chairperson 
Public Service Commission of Wisconsin 

                                                
1 According to the Wisconsin State Historical Society, “Increase Lapham was Wisconsin's first scientist and one of its
foremost citizens. He wrote the first book published in Wisconsin, made the first accurate maps of the state, 
investigated Wisconsin's effigy mounds, native trees and grasses, climatic patterns and geology, and helped found 
many of the schools, colleges and other cultural institutions that still enrich the state today.” Read more here:
https://www.wisconsinhistory.org/Records/Article/CS527
2 https://psc.wi.gov/Pages/Programs/OEI.aspx
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