
Wisconsin Office of Energy Innovation

Grid Resilience Program

Onboarding Webinar

July 18, 2024 

10:00 am ð11:30 am CST 

This information is accurate as of July 18, 2024, and is not to be 

considered legal advice.



OEI Staff Contacts

ÅOlivia Shanahan, State Energy Office Supervisor

ÅEmily Cohen, Grid Resilience Program Analyst

ÅKari Heinrich, Energy Security Lead 

ÅSam Hermanstorfer, Environmental Coordinator

Questions? Contact the shared inbox: OEI@wisconsin.gov 
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mailto:OEI@wisconsin.gov


Agenda
ÅGrid Resilience Program Overview
ÅIntroduction of Office of Energy Innovation Staff
ÅProgram/Project Timeline Overview

ÅDOE Subaward Notification Package

ÅDOE Flow Down Requirements of Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (IIJA) 
ÅNational Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) 
ÅState Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) 
ÅBuild America/Buy American (BABA) 
ÅDavis Bacon Act (DBA)

ÅGrant Agreement
ÅWhat information is expected from me AFTER I receive a Grant Agreement? 

ÅReporting Requirements / Payment Requests

ÅReminders and Next Steps
ÅOnboarding Questionnaire 
ÅQuestions?

Office of Energy Innovation
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Background
ÅFederally Funded through U.S. Department of Energy by the Infrastructure Investment and 

Jobs Act (IIJA), section 40101(d), to enhance the reliability of the electric grid

ÅFive-year state formula funding

ÅWisconsin Program Objectives:

ÅObjective One: Invest in the modernization and hardening of Wisconsinôs electric grid, to protect the grid 
from current and future threats to infrastructure.

ÅObjective Two: Reduce the frequency and duration of service disruptions in disadvantaged communities, 
such as those with rural, energy burdened, and/or racial minority populations. 

ÅObjective Three: Increase the skilled workforce able to support these and other resilience-related activities 
across Wisconsin.

Grid Resilience Program Overview
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https://www.congress.gov/117/plaws/publ58/PLAW-117publ58.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/117/plaws/publ58/PLAW-117publ58.pdf


Quick Facts
ÅDocket 9713-FG-2022

Å19 projects selected for award, totaling $8,512,887.35 in grant funds

ÅAnnouncement and posting of award is available in the Public Service Commission Order (PSC 
REF#: 505322)

ÅNext step: compile DOE Subaward Notification package materials and submit to PSC Grants 
System by July 31, 2024.

ÅIMPORTANT: No work may begin, and no costs may be incurred, without an executed grant 
agreement between your organization and the PSC

ÅGrant agreement will not be issued until after DOEôs review, which could take 90+ days

Å24-month project performance period begins on the date the grant agreement is counter-signed by 
the PSC

Grid Resilience Program Overview
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https://apps.psc.wi.gov/ERF/ERF/ERFhome.aspx
https://apps.psc.wi.gov/ERF/ERFview/viewdoc.aspx?docid=505322
https://apps.psc.wi.gov/ERF/ERFview/viewdoc.aspx?docid=505322
https://apps.psc.wi.gov/apps/grants/Account/Login?ReturnUrl=%2Fapps%2Fgrants
https://apps.psc.wi.gov/apps/grants/Account/Login?ReturnUrl=%2Fapps%2Fgrants


DATE EVENT

July 31, 2024 Subaward Notification Package materials uploaded in PSC Grants System
Å Notify OEI if more time is needed 

Summer 2024 (estimated) U.S. DOE subawardee grant application review

Fall 2024/Winter 2025 (estimated) Grant Agreement review and execution

Various Project Start Dates ς Summer, 
2026 (estimated)

Project performance period

Ongoing Labor reporting, quarterly and annual reporting reporting, and reimbursements 

Fall 2026/Winter 2027 (estimated) Final reimbursements due; project impact reporting will continue into 2028

Grid Resilience Program/Project Timeline
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https://apps.psc.wi.gov/apps/grants/Account/Login?ReturnUrl=%2Fapps%2Fgrants


DOE Subaward Notification Package
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Upload by July 31, 2024, in the PSC Grants System:

Required for all:
VResilience Project Subaward Notification form
VNEPA Environmental Questionnaire (EQ) ï priority 
VSF-424 Budget Justification Workbook
VCost Match Commitment Letter (see June 27 email)

Required, if applicable
VForeign National Participation Document and Request
VBuy America Requirement Waiver request (see June 27 email)
VSecretarial Eligible Entity Designation Request (required for App #703 only, see June 27 

email) 

https://netl.doe.gov/sites/default/files/2024-07/Resilience%20Project%20and%20Subaward%20Notification%20Updated.pdf
https://netl.doe.gov/sites/default/files/2023-09/Environmental%20Questionnaire.pdf
https://netl.doe.gov/sites/default/files/2024-05/Budget-Justification-BIL%2040101d.xlsx
https://netl.doe.gov/sites/default/files/2024-02/Foreign%20National%20Participation%20Document.pdf
https://netl.doe.gov/sites/default/files/2024-02/142-1-1A.pdf


DOE Subaward Notification Package

8

Submit all documents through the PSC Grants System

Uploads tab:

https://apps.psc.wi.gov/apps/grants/Account/Login?ReturnUrl=%2Fapps%2Fgrants


DOE Subaward Notification Package
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PSC Grants System Upload Tab: Where you will upload the Subaward Notification Package 
materials

ÅDocument Description: ñApp [#], Item Name, Version [#]ò

ÅDocument Type: ñOnboarding Documentò for all except the NEPA Environmental Questionnaire 
(EQ)



DOE Subaward Notification Package
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ÅUpdated form from NETL as of 7/9/24: Resilience Project and Subaward Notification 
Updated.pdf (doe.gov)

ÅSubmitted to OEI as part of the subaward package for DOE

ÅAlign information in the form with the original application submitted to OEI
ÅInform us of any changes to application 

ÅOEI will review the form and certify, as the Technical Project Manager

ÅUse Subaward Notification Form Instructions as a guide

ÅOther supporting details:
ÅApplication Material spreadsheet with project and budget information
ÅImpact Metric Workbooks from Phase 1 and Phase 2

ÅDOE agreement flow down terms, where necessary
ÅWisconsin Grid Resilience Program Application Instructions

Resilience Project Subaward/Subcontract Notification form

https://netl.doe.gov/sites/default/files/2024-07/Resilience%20Project%20and%20Subaward%20Notification%20Updated.pdf
https://netl.doe.gov/sites/default/files/2024-07/Resilience%20Project%20and%20Subaward%20Notification%20Updated.pdf
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Resilience Project Subaward/Subcontract Notification form ð page 2

VScope of project 

VProject Timeline

VList of technologies/tools



DOE Subaward Notification Package

12

Resilience Project Subaward/Subcontract Notification form ð page 2

VInvest in the modernization and hardening of Wisconsinôs electric grid, to 
protect the grid from current and future threats to infrastructure.

VReduce the frequency and duration of service disruptions in 
disadvantaged communities, such as those with rural, energy burdened, 
and/or racial minority populations.

VIncrease the skilled workforce able to support these and other 
resilience-related activities across Wisconsin. 



DOE Subaward Notification Package
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Resilience Project Subaward/Subcontract Notification form ð page 3

VDoes the project affect your capital/system plans

VIs the project addressing a risk in your systems



DOE Subaward Notification Package
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Resilience Project Subaward/Subcontract Notification form ð page 4

50% for small utility subawardees 

ñXò this box



DOE Subaward Notification Package
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Resilience Project Subaward/Subcontract Notification form ð page 7, 8

No reason to check 

the ñOtherò box. 

Training is referenced 

on page 8 of the form 

Leave description blank



DOE Subaward Notification Package
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Resilience Project Subaward/Subcontract Notification form ð page 10

Select ñYesò for vi., 

even if no Foreign 

National participants  

Current quarterly 

report template

Skip this, and no 

signature required

https://netl.doe.gov/sites/default/files/2023-09/BIL%2040101d_PMP-QPR%20Template%20092523.xlsx
https://netl.doe.gov/sites/default/files/2023-09/BIL%2040101d_PMP-QPR%20Template%20092523.xlsx


DOE Subaward Notification Package
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ÅUse Impact Metrics tables from Phase 1 and 2 application submittal to 
complete

ÅSelect items for Tables 1-3

ÅThese items will be reported annually: Current Annual Report 
template

Resilience Project Subaward/Subcontract Notification form ð 

Appendix A: Project Build and Resilience Impact Metrics

https://netl.doe.gov/sites/default/files/2023-06/Annual%20Program%20Metrics%20and%20Impact%20Report%20-%20Greater%20than%20500k.xlsx
https://netl.doe.gov/sites/default/files/2023-06/Annual%20Program%20Metrics%20and%20Impact%20Report%20-%20Greater%20than%20500k.xlsx


DOE Subaward Notification Package
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ÅFollow instructions on spreadsheet and use budget details submitted in application to 
OEI
ÅApproved budget found on the ñBudgetò tab of the Application Materials spreadsheet

ÅNotify us of any changes to budget 

ÅInstructions and Summary Tab:

ÅAward Number: DE-GD0000050

ÅAward Recipient: Public Service Commission of Wisconsin

ÅForm Submitted by: [Name of Subawardee]

SF-424 Budget Justification Workbook 



DOE Subaward Notification Package
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ÅWe have a few clarifications to 
the instructions in this workbook:
ÅThis form is required of all 

subrecipients, regardless of the 
award amount.
ÅAny activities you subcontract out 

should be detailed in the 
ñcontractualò tab, unless the cost 
is related to per-item equipment 
that is $5,000 or more, in which 
case, youôll present that 
information in the ñEquipmentò 
tab.
ÅOEI staff is seeking clarification 

from DOE on the SOPO task # 
columns. Leave blank until 
otherwise directed.

SF-424 Budget Justification Workbook 



DOE Subaward Notification Package
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ÅOptional template included in onboarding email for use
ÅAdd organization letterhead

ÅReference for required items, if creating own letter

ÅDollar amount should align across: 
ÅOriginal application

ÅSubaward Notification Form

ÅSF-424 Budget Justification Workbook

ÅCost match commitment letter

Cost Match Commitment Letter



DOE Flow Down of the Infrastructure Investment & Jobs Act (IIJA) 
Requirements 
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Must be done prior to your project/grant agreement execution
XNational Environmental Policy Act Review (NEPA)

XState Historic Preservation (SHPO) 

 

Tracking and reporting during project performance period
XBuild America/ Buy America (BABA) Requirements for Infrastructure Projects

XDavis Bacon and Related Acts

DOE Flow Down Requirements

https://www.energy.gov/eere/articles/national-environmental-policy-act-and-historic-preservation-training-website
https://www.energy.gov/sites/prod/files/2014/01/f7/state_historic_preservation_programmatic_agreement_wi.pd
https://www.energy.gov/management/build-america-buy-america
https://www.dol.gov/agencies/whd/government-contracts/construction/guidance
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IIJA Requirements: National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA)

All Subrecipients will need to complete and submit to OEI staff the 

following to initiate a NEPA review:

VCompleted Environmental Questionnaire (Provided June 27th, 2024)

VFINAL copy of the project's Statement of Work or Statement of Project 

Objective (Sample SOW)

VProject site location map  

VOptional: GIS Data can be uploaded to the PSC Grants System

https://netl.doe.gov/sites/default/files/2023-09/Environmental%20Questionnaire.pdf
https://www.energy.gov/sites/default/files/2022-03/Sample%20Scope%20of%20Work_031822.docx
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IIJA Requirements: NEPA

Irreversible Actions

*Change in Scope? STOP and UPDATE OEI STAFF
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IIJA Requirements: NEPA

We may have follow-up questions based on the information provided and type of 

project.

Completion of the Environmental Questionnaire in addition to receiving NEPA 

Concurrence from DOE isrequiredprior to the grant negotiation process and 

irreversible project actions.

The level of environmental review and documentation depends on the 

potentialsignificance of the anticipated environmental impacts associated with 

the proposedaction. If you need additional space for any of your responses, 

attach additional pages as needed.

Most projects are expected to fall intoCategorical Exclusion.
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IIJA Requirements: NEPA

What is a Categorical Exclusion?

Å Categorical exclusions are actions that DOE has determined 

normally do not have a significant effect on the human 

environment and therefore, neither an environmental 

assessment nor an environmental impact statement is 

normally required.

Å All awardee projects willbe screened by a NationalEnergy 

Technology LaboratoryProject Officer (PO) todetermine if the 

project can be categorically excluded

Å Examples: Repair and replacingexisting meters,upgrading 

existing powerlines under20 miles, etc.
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IIJA Requirements: NEPA

To qualify for a Categorical Exclusion, a project cannot:
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IIJA Requirements: NEPA

1. Automatically trigger other actions

2. Cannot or will not proceed unless 
other actions are taken previously 
or simultaneously

3. Are interdependent parts of a 
larger action and depend on the 
larger action for their justification

What is a Connected Action? 

Actions are connected if they:


