
WATER UTILITY REFERENCE 
MANUAL  

Benchmark Retirement Costs for Small Water Utilities Without Property  
Records  

  
  

Years of Installation  

6" or 8" 
Mains  

(per foot)  

5/8" to  1" 
Services  
(per unit)  

5/8" to  1"  
Meters  

(per unit)  

Fire  
Hydrants  
(per unit)  

 Prior to 1920    $ 2.00     $ 20.00    $ 10.00    $ 70.00    

1920 to  1929  $ 3.00     $ 30.00    $ 15.00    $ 80.00    

1930 to  1939  $ 4.00     $ 40.00    $ 25.00    $ 100.00    

1940 to  1949  $ 6.00     $ 60.00    $ 35.00    $ 150.00    

1950 to  1959  $ 8.00     $ 80.00    $ 40.00    $ 250.00    

1960 to  1969  $ 10.00     $ 100.00    $ 50.00    $ 500.00    

1970 to  1979  $ 20.00     $ 200.00    $ 60.00    $ 750.00    

1980 to  1989  $ 25.00     $ 300.00    $ 70.00    $ 1,000.00   

1990 to  1999  $ 35 .00   $ 500.00    $ 10 0.00  $ 1,500.00   

2000 to  2003  $ 45 .00  $ 650 .00  $ 125 .00  $ 2,000.00   

2004 to  2006  $ 60 .00   $ 850.00    $ 14 0.00  $ 2,500.00   
  

2007 to 2009  
  

$ 80.00  
  

$ 1,250.00  
  

$ 160.00  
  

$ 3,000.00  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

 
 

Chapter III “Utility Plant and Accumulated Depreciation”: October 14, 2014  Page 4 of 19  


